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Son alive,

sayspilot's

father
MELBOURNE:The fatherof

missingpilotMr
FrederickValen-

tichdenied yesterday

thathis son
had stagedhis

disappearance.

"I thinkhe is still alive",

Mr Guido

Valentich

saidas a
Department

of
Transportaircraft resumedthe search

for Mr
Frederick Valentich,

20, who
wentmissing

in a lightaircraft

on a
flightto KingIsland,

off the
Victorian

coast,a weekago.

Mr
Valentich

saidhe
believed

his son
had beentakenby an

unidentified

flyingobject.Whenaskedwherehis son
mightbe, Mr

Valentich replied, "Your
guessis as goodas mine.AllI am
worried aboutis thathe was

released

in a
different area,veryfarawayfrom

wherehe was taken".

Mr
Valentich

tooklastweekoff from
workto keepa vigilby his

telephone

to
awaitnewsof his son,who workedfor
theAir

Training Corpson a
voluntary

basisandspenta lotof time
preparing

for his
commercial pilot's licence.

Mr
Valentich

said a Rosannaman
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contacted

himon
Friday

to sayhe had
sighted

thesameUFOas hisson.Mr
Valentich

saidhe had
arranged

to meet
the man,58,an

engineering

firmwork-

er, on
Tuesday.

A twin enginedAero-Commander

aircraftfrom Moorabbinairportmade
sweepsof Victoria's south-westcoast
betweenTorquayand

Peterborough

yesterday.

A
spokesman

for the
Department

of
Transport said,"Theyare

looking
to see

if
anything

has beenwashedashore.If
anything

is found whichcan be
positive-

ly
identified

as comingfromthe plane,

the searchwill be
reactivated".

It was
announced

on Fridaythattests

on oilfoundin theBass
Strait

in the
areaMr

Valentich

is
believed

to have
disappeared showedit was marineoil
and not froman

aircraft.


